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Elizabeth M, Mayer

Foreilgn language teachers believe that their discipline more than
any other could contribute toward peace by showing the young what groups
of people have in common and where they differ.

For the last 25 years teachers of Germin have been doing this largely
by turning their attention toward weat Germans who, with their 2000 years
of traditions, offered rich enough food for thought. They happily noticed
that the Pederal Republic, being woulded more ard more according to westemrn
designs, was becoming part of one world.

In the meantime otber Germans were safely out of sight, while being

reshaped as important parts of the esstern world. Now they have emerged.

Sbould we not also take note of them in order to be able to fulfill our

promimsca?
At first glance otfficlial words and teras used in East Germany may appear o

not to be too different semantically from those used in West Germany or the

U.8.: "Demokratie'would seem to be ‘democracy’,"Frieden”looks like ‘peace’. But

is this really so? Can one simply translate them without zimultaneously

considering the cultural climate which surroundes thea? Soviet cultures &re

linguiitically nonolythic and no deviations in thought or speech are permittad.
The words liated below represent fundamental concepts sand inatitutions

of officisl East Germany, examples of how language sccomodates itaelf to the

soil from which it aprang and becowes 8 vehicle for prevailing thought = in

this case the ideology of Soviet bloc countries. Interpretations sre daswd

on suthoritstive sources and brought into £0cus for the western aind.*



-
L

Mayer 2

"I. 'The State:

¢ Deutscie Demokratische Republik, DDR, 'German Democratic Republic,’
'GDR', is the offflclalgtcll'w for the co;'ltral parts of former Goernany in the
Soviet Russian orbit. According to the constitutlon of 1968 it is a
soclalist state in which leadership rests in the haids of the Marxiast-
Leninist Socialist Unity Party, e Sozlalls‘tlsche Blnheltspartel Deutschlanda,

Hammer ‘I.I\l'lq.“zgl:k‘e‘l_. Since 1953 the flag‘ I‘ia‘s‘ ;h‘;v-v; 4 hammer and compass
intertwined and surrounded by a wreath of ears on a background of black, red,
and gold bars, representing the‘socialist workers® and peasants’ gtate of
German natlonanty, e Arbeltor-und Ba!.lgmnacht deutscher Na tlon. The cCompass

el N Y

may be considered as pointing to a higher state of ipndustrialization than the
Russian sickle and signifies the alliance of working classes and intelligentsia.

e Demokratle* demokratlsch. The words refer to socialist democracy or

LYo W

. letatur del Prolctarlats Junter Fuhmng El_qr Partel, the' dictatorship of the

LR LGN R

proletariat under the leadershlp ot tha Party’ln contrast to bourgeois demo-
cracy. GSocialist democracy 18 considered to be democratic in A& new way, in
favor of proletarisna and people without property, and dictatorial toward tha
‘bourgecisie.

gmli&_pt‘le}_&. Even though, according to definition, @ republic is a form
of government where thke highest organ of the state is an elected body, all
foras of government are considered the result of the class character of the
respective society. Therefore the GDR, the result of the rule of the working
classes under the leadership of their Party, is viewed as totally different
from hourgeois republics which a“e termed ex)loiter societiesn.

r demkutlg&hngentg}égms. ‘Democratic centralien’ is the principle
according to which every Marxist-leninist party, eaat and west, is run.
Directed by an elected committee whose deciaions are binding for everybody,
all pexbers work as efficiently as posaible on their levels to impleaent
thas. BSuch cantralizetion ies intended to ratain tha lasdership of tha Party.
The aystem has been taken over by most organizations. Usuelly elected
comditteoa are heavily weighted with party members.

g Bozislistische Einh __ﬂgnrtel Deutschlands, SED, die Partel, ia the
neme of the renamed Communist party after its merger with the Bast Germsm
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Social-Doemocrutic party in 1p46. [t is the recopgnized puide on the road

to socialism. Its leaders work in clos¢ cooperation with the Bruderparteien

R A

of the othcr socialist countrics, the Brudcrlundef. capccially the

Kommunistisclte Partei der Sochtnnion, !CPdS\!. One frequently hears: Die

LT R AR TR )

Partei sicht alles. wciss alles; dic Partei ist liberall und hat immer recht,

Four other partics acknowledge thc leading role of "SED" and actively support
the construction of sociaslism. Especially "SED" is viewed as fortschrittlich

e e

or progrcss iv .

.....

8 Zentralkomitce der SED, 72K, is the 'central committee of the Party’

which gui:i;\; ;nd cmt;ozl;- ;111 its actwuies. This elected body in turn
elects the members of the Politl-{{l_t:g and its Sekretariat to direct the Party's
work between the committee's plenary sessions where the efforts of the
"Politburo” and its secretary are discussed and confirmed. Walter Ulbricht
has been Erster Sckretir, First Sccretary of the Party, since 1953.

\:le}g;rﬂ'l}_l‘)_t"‘iﬂght, born in 1893, was one of the founders and leaders of
the Kommunistische .119.,".59}\..“39-‘52“.}9—'?@' KD, the communist party of the
Weimar Republic. He spent the war years in the Union der Sozialistischen
Sowjetrepubliken, USSR, the Soviet Union, and was returned to East Germany
in 1945. Ever since he has seen to it that Party and state remained loyal
to his protectors apd their way to Marxist-Leninist communism.

& bloc of the parties amd
e Nationale Front 1s¥a wass organization which gives the unorganized a

Ty Tty v W

chance to cooperate with party members and socialism according to the
principle: Plan® ait, arbeite mit, regiere eit. They draw up e Einheitslisten,

1istas of single candidates, which, after extensive discussions with the
electorate, are confirmed Oh election day.

r‘fgaat. The 'satate’ or e etnhett;ucho Stastsmacht, the uniform system
of government, ie¢ considered the instrument of the working people, guiding
them on the road to socialism-communism.

2 Volkskammer is th3 highast elected body of the people which, in turm,

elects the Staatsrat to do its work between sessions and cooperate with the
Ministerrat, 'the committee of ministers’ or heads of the various administrativa

departmenta. Waltar Ulbricht has been tha chairwan, r Varsitzqnde des Steaatarats,
eince 1980, while simultanvously being party secretary. .
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r Stants?lchgrhclgsdlcppt 8§81, of tho Minlstorlum‘{Qr.Staatsslchorh
heit, the aocro} police system, works under leadorshlp‘of the Party and in
consultation with the Soviet secret polico, l_tg, 10 protect and support
soclalism.

g“gaﬁiqyglgq‘§ng{tkrﬂ{}g, the military system, were built up under
Soviet leadcership. The completo‘QQ}}?pglgﬂqugggfggg, Hﬁx, is directly
subordinated to the Warsaw Treaty Organization.

QMRPHP§EQQ~32159Q91}F93' qY?. X?,(Yggp,)ls the politically trained
police system.

¢ Deutsche Grenzpolizei is the bordor police, part of "NAvV.”

é‘épggllgqqgfg.jﬂéhgppxt.qu‘tpqhnﬁk, G5T, is a volunteer mass
organization, preparing youtﬂ for better military service,

r erggﬁqur Bels;andspakt. East Germany was admitted to the Warsaw
Pact system in 1956. It provides a wnified military command for tha Soviet
bloc nations with headgquarters in Moscow.

II, Political and Philosophical Terms

x dialektische und historische Materialismus, Diamat, is the correct
form of philoaophical thought that considers all world views and ideas as
superstructures and reflections of economic productive processes. Matter
.18 understood as developing in & dialectic process, starting with inorgani¢
substances, progressing to organisms, man, the human spirit, and leading
through socialism to world communism as its culmination. "Diamet” 18 used
as an instrument for change, zur Veri{'m::ggg dex: Welt.

9M3m is & socialist ascinnce which assumes that all reality,
including thought, develnps through the struggle of opposing forces. New
overcomes old while absorbing its usaful qualities. Quantitative changes
are supposed to appear eventually as qualitative changes. Application of
t his science is considered helpful for spesding up development of socialism~
communian.

e Geselhchaftswlsswm% “60_‘!3, &re not sociology of the weatern
type but the study of men and society in the sense of "Diamat," which is
required of everybody.

Naturwlaqm_ggtte_e_und Technologie, ‘'natural'sciances snd technoloﬂ,

are highly valued as basic productive forces, "Produktivkekfte, and claimed
to be used for the banefit ©f all, in contrast to the west.

_ N
4 . "
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r Sozialismus 18 scen as the socio-economic form which, as the
result of class struggle and revolution, follows capitalism and preccdes
communism, The dictatorship of the proletariat under the lecadership of
the Party has changed private means of production to pecople's property;
exploitation, unemployment, economic cpiscs and social insecurity have
been abolished. Distribution of ihe total product follows the principle
of: Jeder nach seimen Fibigkeiten, jedom nach seiner Leistung.

r Kommunismus is vicwed as the world ‘s final socio-cconomic form,
the result of the conscious cfforts of all, All means of production will
be peaple's property, and all mcmbers of society will be socially equal.
Free people united in self-government, whose primary instinct is to work
for the good of all, will live according to the principles Jeder nach
seinen Fihigkeiten und jedem nach seinen Bedlirfnissen. International
equalization induced by Marxist-leninist docialism and the Soviet Union
will have le¢ to the gradual fusion of nations.

e Revolution., Revolutions like die MJ‘“&EM-
revo;utiop where political power is said to go from the hands of reactionary

classes to those of progressive classes, are considered valuable: Lok motiven

der Geschichte. The concep! of revolution is used figuratively for other
sajor changes like ¢ w&%gpgﬁajt}{ch-technuche Revolution,

r _Sektierer 4is & person who deviates from the party line, swerving
poTe to the left., He may not accept the system of democratic centralism
or the leadership of Moscow.

r Kapitalismug K is considered to be the lnst exploiting society which
will be followed by socialism according to laws discovered by Marx and
Engels. Its presen: and final form, r staatsmonopolistische Kapitalisaus ,
18 viewed a5 & system wherse nonopoli'es and the state huve been welded into-
one mechanism to control society for the benefit of financial oligarchies
whose imperialistic wars,yImperjalismus, are seen as struggles for grestsr
shares of world markets and wmilitary bases,

e Klagssn. Even though;, in socialism, thfre can be no exploited
clsssss snymore,socisty still has & clnss structure. There sre workers
cooperative fersars, tradesmen, some Komplementiire, residusl mri. sharing
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their means of production with the people's state, and the intelligentsia.
These arc allied, Yﬁ_lj_l_)ii}l\tl?:t‘c“_l(;??ﬁc.‘.\. not antagonistische Klasscn as in
earlier systems, united by common cousciousncss, gﬂg}o&@q}_{q;}gg@g _l_}la\!fl_lﬁ%i‘_?_!ﬁ.

r Faschismus  is viewed as the final cxpression of the interests of
die Monopolbourgeoisie when they can no‘longer force their will upon the
resisting masses with the help of their system of bourgeois ﬁenocrazy.
Supported by elemcnts of Lthe petite bourgeoisie they resort to terrorism.

Italy under Mussolini, Germany under Hitler,and now the U.S. as weli as the
Federal Republic where matters are seen a8 gtill more complicated by

. 'l\texaqngh_isuus, the desire of explolting capitaliam to regain lost territoriaa,
are c;msidored fascist.

r Opportunist 1is a person denying the need for revolutionary removal of
the capitanst order. He may be a worker umder the influence of bourgeois
ideology or a rightist social democrat, allowing himself to be exploited by
cooperating with capitalist imperislism. )

a__Ravvl-g‘l,g_:‘upkt\,._‘;‘}'gy@ﬁl}g&&t, are designations for persons deviating
from the party line toward the right by pointing to changing social conditions
and asking for liberalization. .

ein Spalter Deutschlands is the bourgeoisie of West Germany, accused
of having prevented the creation and union of a socialist Germany.

E Idealm is any form of philosophical thought that considers the
human spirit to be more taan the result of economic productive proceases. It
is said to develop in soclieties where physical and mental work are performed
by different groups and where exploiters conceal reality by screens of religion
‘and idealistic philosophy. ‘

& Reaktion is resistance of outdated groups, like the Monopolbourgeoisie
in USA and West Germany, to rising progressive classea.

e proletarische Partejlichkeit. 'Proletarian bias' is considered the
prerequisite for any judgment, since only the workers and their Party are
not exploiting classes. .
IIZ. Economicy o ,/- '

r Rat fiir Geqvnult ge_¥Yirtschaftshilfe, R wg,‘c;)nm‘: the'Council for -
Nutual Ecomomic Ald’ of the Soviet bloc countries was started in 1949 undet
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Sovict lcadership with a Sckretariat in Moscow. Whilo'UdSSK'is boing
developed universally, other countries, liko East Germany, are specializing
along certain lincs. '
2 nationale Wirtschaft. The national economy i imbedded in the
Soviet bloc economy. Through plans, o Porspektiv_und jhhrliche Planung,
tie Party’s central committoe, after agroement with respective Soviot
leaders and Comecon, specifies East Germany's tasks for the construction
of world socialism. They are then implemented according to tho principle
of democratic centralism. Confirmed plans are binding.
8 Neue quizomisclle Sys.tgl.u der .P.lign_u_ng und Pq_l?ung was started in the
early sixties for better implementation of the T'arty's central plans.
Througﬁ a new phook keeping and wages-reward system the population of all
levels was persuaded to work more actively on lnc-reaslng production and
efficiency. D‘lfmglanerf{inung mproved,rPhnverlust dlnlnlahed, and work
quotas,aPlansoll became more tolerable.
F-,;"ff;ff.}f.!le Interessiertheit 18 the human desire to earn much and
have a high living standard. The state tries to balance it with 'ﬁsell-
schaftliche Intcressen, the political and economic interests of a Comecon state.
g‘,ﬁlgg’ggql\l‘sppgp.!@gpq;. 'economic levers, are the system of wages and rewards
which channels people into desired directions sccording to the principle:
Was der Gesellschaft nutzt, muss auch fir den Betrieb und den einzelnen Werk~

tit igen gut sein.

r_mai materielle Anreiz is an incentive *n work, like wmoney.

r Betriech 18 an economic and legal productlve unit, mstly state owned.

L e

8. 83z3;113}_199he or gesel‘}schaftllche Elgentuu. Vo}‘lt‘sg!g“q't.ta:,
People s’ or 'state property,i.s the basis of the socialist system of production
and said to more and more preclude exploitation of man by man, It may take
the form of r volkseigene Betrieb, VEB, {often linked into combines,
Verei.nlgunggn Volkseigener Betriehe, .Y!.Bi)’ or e Hapdelsorganiaation, }:lg, state own
retail shops. There still are various types of cooperatives with names such
aa: e landwirtechaftliche Produktionsgenossenschaft, LPG; e Produktions-

g e g P ot R e e P Y A R A PN e ™ e

genossenschaft des Handwerks, m; e Produktionsgencsssnschaft wrkt!iu!gr

Fischer; e glirtnerischs Produktionsgenossenschaft. Some W who

!
'
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refused to Join collectives, are left, In the age of communism everything
will be common property.

:..;‘Pwr_g_qla‘!g.vi\\{l‘q\ifggg arc cverything thut i8 needed to produce an
existing level of the cconomy: tools, resources and,especially, people
with their knowlcdge and skills, . ‘

‘er‘x;gqig‘Dga_t\gvcl‘lfﬂﬁ@ﬁ&s@g{@pq@, FDGB, is not a labour union in
the woatern scense but considercd the yniform organization of the ruling
workers classcs including cuployces and membors of the intolligonteia gnder
the lcadership of the Party, organizZed according to the principle: ein
Betrich, eine Gowerkschafti. It mobilizes the workers to fylfiil the plans,

while at the same time looking after their well-being.

{\Wﬁ!‘!&_@é‘}\ig@ is a Russian concept, referring to every citizen of the
workers' and peasanta' state who earns his living without exploiting others
a8 is said of the bourgeoisie.

.r~Genosse is & fellow socialist, Party smembers speak of one another
as "Genosse."”

r Kollege. Most "Werktiitige" addresa each other as "Kollege."

e P T ]

IV. Education

e Erziehung is defineld as the process of passing on skills, knowledge,
mde‘a of thinking,and social pehaviour. Socialist education,therefore,muat
gerve the interasts of the working clamses, giving everybody the same basic
éhances, while bourgeois education is said to use # Bildungsgrivileg in order
to retain different clamses to serve bourgeois imperialism. The goal of
socialist education is r gsozialistische Staatsbilrger and r neue sozialistische
ﬁemh They are to develop qualities such as allegiance to socialist ideals,
constancy, courage, modesty, brotherly love of the people, confidence in
victory, loyalty to the party, implacable hatred of the enemies of the people,
love of the Soviet Union, solidarity with the peoples fighting for liberation,
and an iron will to further socialiswm.

@ l{ollektivmm. All education iF training to .think and act
collectively. This is considered necessary because the development of &
socislist society can be sssured only by the collective sction of sll snd
becauss the interests of sll coincids., Individualism is frowned upon.
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Collective cducation is carried Out in & very cxtensive cducatiomul systcnm,
using the following terminology: ¢ Kindr'rkrippe, r Kindergarten, “elzchnkhanlgn,
allgemeinbildende polytechnische Oborschulo,,‘ Bcrnfsausbildung, Hoch und
Kachschulen, [.‘.'_r\nz.'_:‘(_:!u‘s cacubildung. erveiterte Oberschuie

‘e_.g?g;ldung is the result of this education and, in this scnse, East
Ge'rmany is considered oine 5cb11dct.e Nation, a 'cultul‘ctl, educated nation.'
school requircd of all, wllcre t.llc bnsic mentnl and unnual 8skilla needed in
socialist state within the Soviet orbit are taught. Russian is the required
second language. Weekly work in ractqries and agriculture accompanies
training in the upper grades. Membership in parallel youth organizations
is mandatofly for success.

e ‘Jhu‘gsalol:ganisationen are socialist mass organizations. e Jungpioniere,
of classes 1-5 ‘;l;;lve Thhlnannpioniere, of classes 4-7, prepare youth for
voluntary entrance into the EE“E{‘{ Deutsche . Jugend, FDJ, the Party 's officiel
youth organization. "FDJ” trains youth as co-workers of the Party for socialist
efficiency and competition, for cooneration with Youth organizations of the
socialist camp as well as champions of socialist¢ peace and challengers of
bourgeois imperialism. "FDJ” is run according to the principle of democratic
centralism. It is represented in the "Volkskammer," the 'people’s parliasment.’

gv_q&g_e_nvd‘&e_ﬂ@g, 'consecration of Youth,' is the lavishly celebrated official
ac-t of accepting youth of thr 8th grade into the socialist compunity after a
winter's training. It is modeled after the Christian ceremony of corfirmation,
but the vow binds youth to faith in soc;alisn, the fight for socialism and

for socianlist peace. Each child receives: Weltall Erde Mensch: Sammelwerk

2ur Entwicklungsgeschichte von Natur vnd Gesellschaft, his book of reference
for the official philosophy. '
e Bewusstseinsﬁndeml_z_g. The concept indicates tlut bourgeois thinking

b ey b &

must be changed to socinlist consciousness.

8_itollektiv sozialistischer Arbeit is, unlike teamwork, & group united
by common socialist consciousness, working and acting together. A book may
be written by an Autorenltoncktiv, rescarch be done by a Foracherl llektih

Nt sl e

e _Kader ars ‘slite collectives, ' frequertly of party members. .
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body in the workers' stato, The official Gesotzbuch der Arbeit, the ' code

of work‘, considers it tho wmoral duty of all able bodied men and women to

assist crecatively in the execution of official plans.

exploitation. P It is @ matter of honor, not
& Brigade is a colloctive of workors with a leader, the Brigadior,

to increasc productivity and the quality of work. Brigadcn as well as

most other units of cndeavour are in officially directod constant competition

with oach other, named sozialistischor Wottkeworb, frequently making public

pledgos as to what they want to accomplish, e Selbstverpflichtung. On the .

highest levels there are competitions and Spartakiaden between the best

groups of the various socialist countries.

V., Family, Ethics, the Arts

be neue F@é}’i‘g‘. Unlike the bourgeois family which is viewed as based
on private property in the hands of the man, the 'new sociaiist family’ is
considered to be the smallest cell of the socialist state, the result of

~ the absence of private property where family interesta are one with those
of gll, Man, wife and children are taid to respect and love one another
‘on the basis of equal gsocial rights, and to cooperate in creating the new
man with socialist consciousness and the urge to work for the people,
Privileges and duties of the family are set down in the offtcill‘Epgtliqggsggsggggh;
tho’fanily code: which permits the staté to interfere if basic principles are
- infringed upon.

e sozialistischq Moral is the morality of the new man as formulated in
10 Gebote der sozialistischen Moral, the ten commandwents. snnounced by
Walter Ulbricht and appearing in the program of the party.

r reale Humanismus., Since the varioua‘concepta of husanism are considered
the result of the needs of different classes, humanism based On Marxiam-
Leniniem is viewed a5 the real humanism 0f workers.

e Freiheit is not to be amistaken for the bourgeois concept viewed as

* the result of the wtl} to exploit. It is seen as necessity eppearing as

‘freedom vhen 8 person accepts the functioning of social laws according to
which the dictatorship of the proletariat replaces bourgeois imperialism.
Then he ia free to cooperate. Joining s collective, s party organisation,
and working for socialism sre the freedom to do what ie moSt progreseive.

10 -
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e Kultur, 'Cudturd in all its romificotions is considered tho
supersirueturo of cconomic and class conditions., Every new eclassy i3
said to develop the preceding culiuro in a way suitablo for its purposes,
German socialist literaturo and art, thorofore, aro considered tho
exprossion of tho ruling workors' classos. Following the Bitterfolder Weg,
they are to support cducation,.thus holping to perfect die gobildete
sozialistische Nation.

L T NI N

."UEEE.‘?M'.‘:";"E'L Weg 1is a program, started in 1959, to overcome the
separation of art and life and to dovelop & socialist national culture.
Artists and writers were acked to sho!r realistically the development of
the new socialist socloty, and workers were psrsuaded to Jjoin in the effort
on their own level,

ELEEEEEEE&- Since socialisnm is viewed as the only non-exploitative
system, peace as the condition in rhe relationship of countries which
precludes the use of force, 18 considered attainabls only after private

ownership of means of production haa been abolished averywhere.

According to western definition the truly educated oan is aware of
his locus in the universe, HKnowledge of Eart German words adds another
dinension to such awarsuess.

Kalasazoo Collage
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